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Definition of Climate-induced Migrants in the Paper



Rationale of the Research

-Whether the reasons behind migration can play a role in

shaping migrants’ current socio-economic conditions is rarely

researched. By exploring the differentiated vulnerability of

two different groups who were driven towards Dhaka City

from two different contexts (affected by climate-induced

events or not), this paper mainly attempts to unlock the

climate-induced migrants’ differentiated vulnerability in their

destination areas.



Rationale of the Research

-Previously there have been several research attempts in rural

areas to investigate the impact of certain climatic events on

people’s migration decisions (Black, Kniveton, & Schmidt-

Verkerk, 2013; Penning-Rowsell et al., 2013). The latter’s

research in five villages found that most climate-related

migration in Bangladesh is temporary and such migrants, at

some point, actually return to their places of origin. However,

it is necessary also to investigate the destination part of the

equation in order to assess migrants’ post-migration

experiences. This paper has investigated this phenomenon in

case of the climate-induced- migrants in Dhaka City.



Rationale of the Research

-Previous research has been conducted on the vulnerability of

households in climatic-affected regions who are left behind

by male “climate-induced” migrants (Buechler, 2009;

Kolmannskog, 2009; UNFPA, 2009). However, research

examining the vulnerability of “climate-induced” migrants to

different destination-based hazards is of recent origin. There

have been research initiatives into the vulnerability of Dhaka

City due to climate change (Alam & Rabbani, 2007; UN-

HABITAT, 2009), but research based on experiences of this

particular group, namely “climate-induced” migrants, is

relatively a new field of study in the context of Bangladesh.









5%

14









Statistical Analysis:

Chi-square test

Independent samples t-test















5. Pre-migration Characteristics

Table: Types of Major Occupations before Migration

Types of Occupation Percentage from 

Target Group

Percentage from 

Comparison Group

Rickshaw puller 2.5 10

Unemployed 0 0

Day Labourer 12.5 12

Maid Servant 3.75 0

House Wife 20 0

Shpkeeper 0 25

Businessman 1.25 18

Farmer 48.75 20

Fisherman 10 0

Student 1.25 0

Truck Driver 0 15

...... Indicates the target group’s dependency on agricultural livelihoods.



6. Urban politics and governance and their differential 

impacts on climate-induced migrants:

Informal actors such as Mastaans, homeowners and influential

local leaders, who are mainly non-climate-induced migrants,

generally hold the power in every aspect in the slum. Due to the

target group’s poor educational background, they are often

exploited and deceived from their basic rights. The comparatively

educated comparison group can at least protest against any

discrimination in distributing common resources such as gas and

water services. The comparison group’s better awareness placed

them in a comparatively stronger position than the target group in

terms of negotiating with the informal local actors.





Conclusion

This has been an empirical research conducted in the capital city of 

Bangladesh, which has identified “climate-induced” migrants as an 

especially vulnerable group by means of primary findings and 

social and statistical analysis.

This paper sheds light on the problems associated with the 

unplanned migration and concludes that, if not properly planned, 

the migration outcome is not likely to improve the quality of life; 

hence this particular migration cannot be termed as adaptation.
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